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The torch is symbolic of justice,
honour and freedom for which our
comrades fought and died. We
who are left must pledge
ourselves to hold it high, lest we
break faith with those who died.

Summer 2007
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President’'s Message

Summer has finally arrived, and our patio and gasdare looking wonderful
Our gardener Owen Torode, as well as the Buildigwgd Grounds Committeq
are to be commended for their efforts. If you hatvbaen in the Branch recent
Summer is certainly the time to join us and see Yranch at it's very best.

~

Since our last newsletter, your Executive Committees seen some slight
restructuring. The departure in late May of otiMice President, Tom Dimitroff
has moved Joan Thibault (forméf ¥.P.) into the position of*1Vice President
At our June General Meeting, Dianne Vowles wastett@s 2 Vice President and Julip
Clements was elected to the Executive Committeedggratulations!

Tom'’s contribution to the Executive Committee va#rtainly be missed. | know you join with
me in thanking him for his efforts. As our Chairmand member of several committees, he Wi
continue to be an active member of our Branch.

There have been a number of events in recent mavtifeh are worthy of note. Bern & Bet

Gayle’s trip to Vimy in April is certainly a highght. This edition contains a full report. On Mgy
27, Bern and | represented the Branch at the RGgakdian Air Cadet Squadron 525 Anngal

Review. We had the honour of presenting The Royaha@ian Legion Cadet Medal ¢f

Excellence to Flight Sergeant Kristina Shampersims a wonderful afternoon with the cadpts

putting on an excellent parade and several denaifsis. My congratulations to the cadets o
job well done!

a

The West Vancouver Community Day Parade was onaéaygreat success with our Colgur

Party out in full force. Peter Cherry and his beldvi917 Model T Ford were a stand out.
significant note, Peter’s car is celebrating hethdirthday. She was built the same year as
Battle of Vimy Ridge. Thanks Peter for making hespacial part of Branch 60’s history!

In early June six members of your Executive wereViotoria to attend the BC/YUkOrT
Convention. For those who are interested, a fulhv@ation report will be available on the
BC/Yukon websitehttp://www.pacificlegion.org/index.htmin August.

Canada Day celebrations at Ambleside Beach weralerfuid, as always. Our Colour Party,
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well as many members, were out to celebrate and sluw support and respect for our counfry

and troops.
Our Saturday Barbecues are continuing through LaBay weekend and | encourage you

time.

My very best wishes for a wonderful summer!
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Election Results

BC/Yukon Command Executive North Shore Howe Sound Zone

President - Red Thibodeau
Immediate Past President - Gerry Vowles
1°'Vice President - David Sinclair
2" Vice President - Marc Tremblay
Treasurer - Andy Anderson
Chairman - Ed Findlater

Executive Officer - Bob Brady
Executive Officer - Bev Croft
Executive Officer - Joan Holland
Executive Officer - Allan Fleury
Executive Officer - Harvey Truax
Executive Officer - David Laxton

These are two year terms.

Zone Commander
Cde. Reg Lewis, Branch 114

Deputy Zone Commander
Cde. Valerie MacGregor, Branch 6

=4

Zone Chairman
Cde. James Irvine, Branch 60

Red Thibodeau

to
come out and support your Branch and the many wedus who give so generously of their
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Membership Report
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Our current membership, as of June 26, 200
as follows; Life — 11, Ordinary — 224
Associate — 219, Affiliate Voting — 140
Affiliate Non-Voting — 4. This gives us a tot3
of 598 paid members for 2007. There
currently 132 members still outstanding at thisetim

?
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The telephone campaign to connect with these unpaitbers
will start soon. | would appreciate any member wias not
paid their dues, contact me via the info listedvah@nd pleasq
let me know when we can expect to receive your maotmif

you have transferred to another Branch or moved/awa

NOTE: At the September General Meeting, the gen
membership approved a motion to increase our yehrgs to
$45.00 This increase was needed to offset the increhpero
capita dues charged by Dominion Command of $4.50

Branch 60 Welcomes Our New Members
& Re-Instatements (R)

Ordinary

Stanley Koczwarski (Transfer In)
J. Calvin Shamper

V is

Associate

Gavin MacGregor
Dennis Reid
Maxine Withers

Affiliate Voting

Roger Horn
Bryan Johnson
Thomas Longridge
Christopher Peppiot
Linda Savage
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member.

If you are receiving this newsletter and have tiemned your
membership to another Royal Canadian Legion Brameh,
would appreciate knowing as this information ha$ been
updated in our computer.

Member Incentive Program
New Member Recruitment

I would like to inform all members of a new marketistrategy
put in place by BC/Yukon Command. It is called ¥ember
Incentive Program. The purpose of this prograno isetognize
and encourage members to recruit new members tio

Branch. To be eligible for the program, the membmarst
recruit five new members; and must register with Bg&on

Command.

The awards for recruiters are as follows:

For first 5 new members = 1 watch to recruiter

Then at 10 new members = 1 year free membershgxtaiter
Then at 15 new members = 1 watch and pen set toitec

Legion Supplies

A new Legion Supplies catalogue has been receivtethe]

Branch from Dominion Command. The creation of t
catalogue was based on requests from Legion memlies
yourself, who were asking for specific items.

To order, please contact Sharon Bliss (info atléf) or go to
our Legion website http://www.westvan60.com
legsupplies.htmhbnd click on the order form. Once comple
you can mail or fax it to the Branch, Attn: LegiSapplies.

B \We have also received the 40 Legion blankets
were voted on by the Membership at the A
General Meeting. They will be used for

& outdoor events in the Fall and Winter to keep

8 \embers warm.
@
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Then at 20 new members = 1 year free memberstipaioch

There is also a Recruitment Incentive Award for rhers for
the year 2007. Any member who has signed up for

program, and who signs up five new members bef
December 31, 2007, will have their name entereal intraw.
The winner of the draw would receive two roundtaipline

tickets for anywhere in North America.

If any members are interested in this program pleamtact
myself via the information listed above and | witlake the
proper arrangements.

Treasurer’s Report

At the end of May 2007 the Branch h
$177,439 in the General Fund and $55,89
the Poppy Fund. For the first five months of

year we donated approximately $15,000 fr
our Gaming Fund to various local charities.

a year-to-date basis our net income for 200
virtually the same as the same period in 2006. Cauenues
continue to be good although we face ever incrgasperating

Minutes Available

Minutes of the Executive and General Meetings astqd in
the lounge. The Executive Meeting Minutes postedack to
the beginning of the year only and the General Mge
Minutes are from the past six months.

- Secretary, Dianne Vowle

Next General Meeting - September 25, 2007

costs especially in regard to property taxes asdrance. Ou
Gaming Fund receives most of its funds from ouiliafion

with Planet Bingo. In order for this funding to te we
must provide volunteers to visit as per the schehdsted in
the Lounge. Although there is no work to perforniunteers
have to attend as a licensing requirement. Pleigseup for
those dates required or contact Ken Newton. | asaged to
report that with good growth in our cash, and dépam hand,
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our Branch continues to be financially very strong.
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Lounge Operations Report
#

Dooley and Mike Pickering.

May saw the official opening of our patio and thartk our
volunteers Saturday barbecues are back. Pleashesagn-up
sheet in the lounge for barbecue dates. More helphiiays
welcome.

Hours: Mon-Thu 11:30 am - 11:30 pm; Friday NooMlidnight; Saturday Noon - 1:00 am; Sunday 1:00 p8a00 pm

Since our last report we have had a loungg the patio after 10 pm.

staffing change. Jane Topfer has resigned and ] )
we have hired two new employees, Maure§gmember that guests are always welcome in ourstring

The recent good weather has brought some largedsréavour
patio and while we all enjoy the longer summer dagsmust
keep in mind that we do have neighbors. There Imeisto noise

your friends and enjoy the lounge entertainmentdday and
Saturday evenings.

The entertainment schedule is posted in the loamgkseveral
new groups will be featured in upcoming months.

Special Events Report
F)yai" ;99
Thanks to everyone who has signed on for,

already managed, a Saturday BBQ. We alw
have great food and great fun!

SPECIAL BC DAY BBQ - Halibut is the catch
of the day. Monday, August 6 (5:30 pm) g
there early so you don’t miss out on this one!

WANTED - BBQ Chefs for two Saturdays in August alhe
Labour Day Monday, September 3. Please call meufwould
like to showcase your amazing BBQ skills.

The kitchen reorganization is still not completee fe having
great difficulty in finding white dishes of restaunt or strong
quality to add to the current dishes. Cde. Vowlas supplied
us with catalogues from suppliers so we will so@sthnew
dishes in the kitchen.

Our Seniors Mystery Bus Trip was Friday, June 22r€ were
33 Seniors and escorts in attendance. The bugrefiiptly at
8:30 am. Our destination was the Sechelt Legion #rel
members of Branch 140 showed us a wonderful time.

Again, a huge thank you to all the volunteers whwehhelped,
and continue to help, on the Special Events and B
Committees. Have a great summer.

BQ

New Bartender
In this issue we learn a bit about one of our newteémders
0I}/Iaureen Dooley, and hopefully with Mike's coopeoatihe

! ill provide something for the next issue.

8 Mac Dooley,
Maureen’s father, me
B Jeanine Cavel whild
he was serving as p
Canadian Pilot with
the R.A.F. in Northj
Africa from February
1943 to July 1945.

They were married in Oujda, Morocco on April 5, 89Zhe
pilots holding the swords forming a wedding archwagre
serconded to the R.A.F. from Australia, Britain,n@da, New,
Zealand, South Africa and Yugoslavia.

Please drop in and say hello!

’ Maureen Louise Dooley — AKA Mde

*kkkk

Regularly Scheduled Events
Dancing/Live Music every Friday and Saturday evgnin
Meat Draw & 50/50 Draw every Saturday at 4 pm.

BBQ every Saturday starting May 26 through Laboay D
weekend immediately following Meat Draw & 50/50 Bra

For any changes to upcoming events please checkrdime
“Calendar of Events” on a regular basis. Go to wabsite
www.westvan60.comand select “Current and Upcomin
Events” and then click on “Calendar of Events”.

Do you have a Branch 60 event you would like postedhe
Calendar of Events? Please email the details
TheTorch60@shaw.ca

BC/Yukon Command
Newsletter Contest Winners

1% place winner — Kelowna 26, Bob King, Public Ralat
2" place — West Vancouver 60, Julie Clements, Editor
3" place — Vedder Golden 280, Isobel Rusk, Editor

Honourable Mention: (in no particular order)

South Vancouver 16 (no covering letter no name)
Comox 160, Gord Grierson, Publicity Chairman
George Pearkes 56, Princeton, Bud Sadegur, Editor
Britannia 7, Fay Johanson, Public Relations Chairma
Trafalgar Pro Patria 292, Donna Hernden, Editor
Mount Arrowsmith 49, Parksville, Dave Price, Editor
Maple Ridge 88, Sandi Wight, Public Relations Cimain

Dave Sinclair, Chairman, Public Relations and Praimios,
BC/Yukon Command
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Air Cadets - 525 Squadron Report Buildings & Grounds Report
# & @#< # 2+2(* #2
The Squadron has been very busy during May % 8
and June. They have been fortunate to bppk Come and enjoy your award winning garden

With the power, they flew severs
“familiarization” trips which consisted o

instructional training to better prepa
candidates for summer flying at Air Force Basegpdits at
Abbotsford and Boundary Bay were used for thesmitrg
flights.

The Squadron spent three days at “Summer ThundeCF8
Chilliwack on “outdoor activities” relating to suwal
techniques. This always enhances morale and diategration
of military relationships.

The Annual Ceremonia
Review was held at Senting
Secondary School. Branch 6
President, Valerie MacGregd
presented the “Royal
Canadian Legion Cadet Med3
of Excellence” to Flt. Sgt.
Kristina Shamper at this even
The Squadron also exhibite
some first-aid exercises an
drill marching maneuvers on the parade square.tdtmout of
parents, local politicians, Legion comrades anceregted
civilians was exemplary for this occasion. Thereravé&1
cadets in attendance for this parade.

On June 25, 525 Squadron turned out for the CommiDay
Parade and supported the Branch 60 Colour Party.

On June 12, 525 Squadron held their Annual Messi@itn

the Memorial Hall of the Legion. There was good dpd

excellent speeches and lots of fun. There were npamgnts
who helped in the kitchen and performed serviceisies.

At this time all school activities are closed fhetsummer and
therefore all local Cadet Activities are on “staghobwn” until

considerable flying, both glider and powgt.

=

and patio this summer. Keeping in mind dqur
I neighbours there must be no noise after 10 pm.
Volunteers have done a wonderful job on the
& garden and patio during the spring clean pp.

The parking lot has been re-sealed and re-liped
and a new bar top has been installed with the aatipe of the
Buildings and Grounds and the Bar Committee.

- —_—

o o™

school opening in September. Fortunately many caalet off
to training activities at various locations. Twodets will be
going to a Senior Leaders Course at Cold Lake,.Alad
another will be on an International Exchange ingbiRritain.
Nine are going to Albert Head, BC for Survival Traig, Air
Basic and Leadership. In total, there will be 1@deta going to
summer training on courses from 2 to 6 weeks igtenThe
Administration Officers are booking now for fall wer flying,
so that authorization will permit flying in Septeetband
October while the weather is still good.

There will be a Change of Command Ceremony in Seipbe.
Lt. Cal Shamper will officially become the new Comamding

Officer as Acting Commanding Officer Lt. Dennis $&ei Ethel Moore takes aim

retires.

In  September, 525 Squadron will participate in {he\ygust 17-19, 2007 and we raised over $3,100. Igy.4u

“Candlelight Ceremony” and the “Battle of Britain”
Ceremonies. In addition, they will undertake retngj
activities to replace cadets who will “age out”, wsll as to
increase Squadron membership.

“Fun’draiser
I would just like to take this opportunity to thaakeryone tha
came out and supported the “Fun’draiser on May l26da
Jones entertained us in fine fashion, followed bylLige
Auction. It included the auctioning of 12 pies thare tossed
at BC/Yukon Command President Gerry Vowles.

It was a lead up event to “The Weekend to End Bréascer”

thousands of women and men will join forces in \@aneer to
walk 60 kilometres and make a real difference i fight to
end breast cancer. If you wish to donate pleadenealat 604-
922-4636 Registered participant Dianne Vowles # 311832-2
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TRIP TO VIMY — 90TH ANNIVERSARY
1&# &

INTRODUCTION

In early April of this year the Department of Vetes’ Affairs,
of the Canadian Government, organized and sponsoradst
wonderful and touching celebration, acknowledginge
Canadian Battle of Vimy Ridge. This was a most ingpat and
critical battle during the First World War, whictequired
months of vigorous training prior to “zero hour”. h&
Canadians went over the top on Easter Monday, Aptio17.

This April celebration commemorates the"9@nniversary of
the Battle and the Rededication of the newly restdCanadian
National Vimy Memorial.

Those of us who were selected

to attend this celebration were

most impressed with the joyous

and overwhelming reception

which we received from the

young and old of the French

population in the Pas-de-Calais

region. Why did they welcome us with such outstretcarms?
Only a description of the Battle will explain theittitude.

THE BATTLE

The First World War commenced in 1914 and, asénSacond
World War, the Germans advanced until their bditle was
frightfully near Paris. France then determined tastp the
Germans eastward until they had vacated the P&atis
region. Only then was there any chance of winnimg war.
The battle continued and the Germans “hunkered Hoatn
Vimy Ridge some 12 km northeast of Arras. This tmoa
gained early importance during the war becauséeteights
at Vimy which overlooked the Allied held towns. Gemn
forces seized control of the ridge in September41@hd
promptly constructed deep defensive positions, a@ming
bunkers, caves, passages and artillery-proof tesjcheavily
protected by concrete machine gun emplacements.

With such formidable defensive precautions in platee
German army rapidly set about the steady destructiArras,
pounding the town with heavy artillery. French affgs to
grab control of the ridge throughout 1915 were Hiyo
repulsed with the loss of 150,000 French casualtietotal, up
to this time, the French casualties in the war weose to
250,000. Although the British relieved French ofiers in
March 1916, they were pushed back along a two lomtfit is
estimated that the British had experienced app&®0,000
casualties by this time. The British named thistleatThe
British Battle of Arras” although to Canadians iasvalways
called the “Battle of Vimy Ridge”. By then, the tasof Arras
and Thélus lay in ruins as heaps of rubble.

There the matters lay, pending the planned widée sBaras
offensive, scheduled for the spring of 1917. Attttiae, the
Canadian Corps., under British General Julian Byiwgre
made responsible for the decisive recapture of VRigge.
The ridge lay facing the Canadian lines-a low, sewde
escarpment of grey, rising from the plain below;oatinuous
area of mud created by shellfire. In preparation tfos, the
Canadians constructed miles of tunnels through hviioops

would pass in readiness, for the opening attackout coming
under shellfire. In addition, they devised the egstof a
“creeping barrage”. This was a plan whereby theaading
Canadian troops would be advancing into battle uratel
behind a curtain of advancing friendly “explodinigeis”. If
they moved too quickly, they would be killed by ithewn fire.
This manoeuvre was practiced week after week.

At dawn on the morning of Easter Monday, April 917, the
Canadian attack comprising four divisions (100,00@n)
began following a British artillery “creeping bagei. Within
30 minutes the Canadiart Division, under General Arthy
Currie had succeeded in capturing German frontpiogtions
in spite of a snowstorm (with snow blowing into tfaze of
German snipers); and within a further half hour $beond ling
had passed into Canadian control. With the enidtgerwholly
under Allied control by April 12 (when Hill 145 el the site
of the present Vimy Memorial), the operation wadged a
spectacular success, the single most successiedAdldvance
on the Western Front to that date. Despite laterm@a
counter-attacks, the ridge remained in Allied harfols the
remainder of the war.

It did not come without cost: 10,602 Canadians weoended
during the attack, and 3,598 men were killed; italtol4,200
casualties. The opposing German force suffered eawily:
20,000 casualties. Because Canada had won the Richye
war, she had then become a full-fledged independation.
You can readily understand why in April of this yethe
French families in this area welcomed the Canadiavith
open arms”. Without the victory at Vimy Ridge, thespuld
probably be speaking German, without their choeog
factories, bakeries, restaurants, etc. No doulst,Bhattle would

have been explained and passed down the famil®rgtion|]

by generation. Even the children were full of joypem they
met us!

OUR EXPERIENCES APRIL 2007
Selection of Attendees by Veterans Affairs

At first | was disappointed when | heard that orfiyur
members of The Royal Canadian Legion were to bleded in
those Veterans going to Vimy. | always assumed that
Legion was the only association of Veterans. Wheaw the
complete list of the delegation | saw how mistakeras.

Indeed, there were 5 members of the Legion seleoyethe
VA (including the President Jack Frost). How swsed | was
when | learned that there were at least 21 Veteoarnthe list.
Many of them represented 14 other Veteran groupsgyA
Navy and Air Forces Veterans, Nursing Sisters Asg

—
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Canadian Merchant Navy Veterans Assoc., The Kofean

Veterans Assoc., First Nation Veterans of CanadatjoNal
Council of Veterans, Cameron Highlanders of Otta]
Canadian Scottish Regiment and others.

In addition there were several special guests {kwedwn
military people of high rank), Senators, House af@ons
MP’s, reporters, media representatives,
medical doctors and nurses and other support s&dfme

family members of those who died in the war wereoeIfI
a

present. | have concluded that the selection wais,

photographe

jva,

representative, well planned and executed.
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Activities, Day by Day

April 4™ & 5™: Contingent briefing was held at the hotel fin

Ottawa, then a quick visit to the Canadian War Musea
group dinner at the hotel and then departure @0LPm on a
DOT Airbus for an overnight flight to Lille, Francall flight
staff were in army uniforms showing rank.

April 8™: A 9:30 am arrival in Lille. Rest and recuperation
the hotel then a group dinner in the evening (Whew!

Organizing and staffing this celebration must haveceeded
the event months before it happened. Obvious tous daily
basis, we were herded on the bus, off the budamttivities
and back to the hotel, all by a Delegation Managed at least
seven Conducting Officers. The latter were yourgjels on
staff who worked most days from sunrise until midi They
would meet after dinner, review the results of dag’s events,
then organize in detail the events for the next. diye first
thing the next morning, after our wake-up call dt57am, they
would select specific people for special seats,iedutand
activities for the coming day. At the end of eady @ll of us
were tired but joyful.

April 7™ Interment Service at La

Chaudiere Military Cemetery,

Vimy. During a night raid on June

8-9, 1917, sixteen members of the

49" Battalion, CEF were reported

missing and presumed dead. The

remains of one were found a few

years ago when digging for a gas

pipeline. An Australian doctor and his Canadiarff staationed
in a lab at Thunder Bay, Ontario, worked on the DbdfAhese
remains. After three years of study they identifieitn as
Private Herbert Peterson who was now to be butitsl.aunt
and other family members were present for the anifit
interment. The doctor in charge was seated at iouned table
one evening and he described the lengthy and &itegsrk in
identifying the remains. The doctors now are velyse to
identifying a second soldier’s remains.

At noon, we (Jack Frost and I) laid a wreath at €&my No. 2.
In the afternoon, eight of us were transferred &aller bus
when we went to two villages (Givenchy and Théluyth
these villages were battered to the ground duriveg Yimy
War. In each village arrangements had been madgopsty
for town celebrations on this day. For this occaglte schoolg
were closed, most businesses were shut down, sons
military and motorcycle police, as well as Canadidititary
and Mounties were in attendance. It was here tlgatageived
such an outstanding welcome from the people in
communities. The Chief Constable made the firsespgethen
the Mayor and finally businessmen and teachers somde
students had their say. We did a walk-about, tastede local
wine and finger food and talked mostly to the studelt was
most touching - everywhere we we
inundated with expressions of than

Canadian Air Force. In my day they had Group Cagtahir
invice-Marshals, but not Generals in the RCAF! | teduhim

and we had a short discussion (as we were reqyefadio,

television and newspaper staff were there to ctheeevent.

After a lovely group dinner, in a classy restauran@rras, we

There was a huge Canadian Forces contingent statiaround
the total area. They were comprised of a Canadiarces
Band, naval gun and troops all converging to the@uneent for

the Sunset Ceremony. The setting sun was castigglden
glow on the limestone monument. There was thenrgrosing
lighting presentation which highlighted the scutpti and
pylons on the memorial. Then we saw and heard titilam
manoeuvre to signal the troops to return to theig@r for the
night. | was never so proud to be a Canadian. Merevere in
the middle of France and everyone we saw, perhapdyna
thousand people, were all Canadian! Indeed, theé that we
were on was granted in perpetuity to Canada by déran
1922.

April 8" (Easter): The next morning the local paper devote
full page to my meeting with General Leslie, a hpHge
picture and write-up of our conversation, in Fren€leourse.

Now came the most extravagant and impressive mili

celebration of the entire weekrhe Canadian Freedom of the

City of Arras For this event the city had built and erecte
huge two door gate made from African wood. Thendlonost
two hours there was a military opera type pres&mtaby
French and Canadian troops. After a very formal oeanre
for the Canadian troops to gain admission through date
there was a lengthy parade of at least 12 bandsa Mzotia
Highlanders, dozens of Mounted Police in red sesjeet
musicians with violins and accordions, Canadianahaun
bearers and more. With a blast of trumpets, Prinigistér
Stephen Harper and his entourage were given acdhmit
through the gate and then speeches were made vaerall
Canadians the Freedom of the City of Arras.

the

e
S

and gratitude. At Thélus | was ask

to walk up a small grassy mount to|a
cenotaph and meet the Canadipn
CMM,

Lieutenant-General Leslie,
MSC, MSM, CD of the Royal

d

went to the Canadian National Vimy Memorial Monuine

a

l a

1%
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That evening there was a formal Easter Banqueetdsy the
Minister of Veterans Affairs. We were seated nexthie Prime
Minister's table and for the first time we were @t some
excellent French wine, as well as superb food asbert. The
Prime Minister made a splendid speech in both laggs. The
former Canadian Governor-General (Adrian Clarkszame up
to me and stated “What a wonderful story that waghis
morning’s paper” (referring to my discussion witherG
Leslie). | agreed saying “yes ma’'m”, not knowing tBnglish
translation of what was said until weeks later rafter return
home.

April 9™ (Easter Monday): This day saw the major event ¢f

the entire Vimy celebration. During the morning tite
Memorial site, most of the Veterans did a “walkard”,
talking to the local people and young children aradched the
sights in tents erected to show events of the &aitlVimy.
Then, in the early afternoon, Canadian school chilchrrived
busload after busload. By 3:00 pm there were 5280adian
scholars present, singing, waving flags and shgutimeir
school songs. By then we were seated in desigrsstaid with
a superb view of the proceedings. At 4:00 pm, spe
important guests (Canadian Prime Minister, StepHamper,
Prime Minister of France, Dominique de Villepin, i€h of
Defence Staff, General Rick Hillier,

and respective spouses) arrived and

all were seated in a covered stadium

visible by the public. Concurrently,

two jumpers came floating down

from the sky, one with a large

French flag, and the other with a

citouching moments e.g. a gentleman coming out ottberd at

April 11™: We stayed an extra day in Ottawa at our expenge so

that we could spend a full day at the War Memakiaiseum.
Seeing the Museum is a must for anyone who cane sibe|
time. The next day we returned home to YVR. Whaj
wonderful dreamlike experience! My aide-de-camp ktighnk
the Legion and the Canadian Government for sengsnipere!
The Minister of Veteram Affairs, The Hon. Greg Thompsoi
PC, MP and his staff are to be congratulated fanping and
executing a marvellous celebration.

Legion President Jack Frost flanked by Bern Gantka@de-de-camp Betty

Betty Gayle’s Comments:
This was a “trip of a lifetime”! We encountered seany

Arras to give us each a lapel pin with the Canadiash French
flag conjoined, another time, an elderly man asKorgBern's
signature because “you in war”. Bern respondedibiyng him
one of his Legion business cards and he was plebbetieart
overflows with emotion every time | think of ouripr The
people of France love Canadians because of Vimy.

Full size photos and additional pictures of the tare on]
www.westvan60.conm the Gallery.

large Canadian flag. How
impressive!

At 4:30 pm, the Queen and her entourage arriveébgstand in

a sleek black car. The Queen rededicated the esbkfor
monument to those Canadians who died during theyVjm

Battle, as well as the six Canadian soldiers whiblieen killed
in Kandahar the previous day. Several of the digigs made
short speeches and then, surprisingly, a Métisnisblstanding
on the Memorial base, played the most lovely andntiag
lament that had many of us in tears. Her Majestgpmpanied
by The Duke of Edinburgh, the Prime Ministers armns
military officers inspected the standing rows oft&fans, their
care givers and other persons (including the \stinin the
assembly. | saluted the Queen, had a short dissussith

Prince Philip and shook the hand of our Prime MearisThe
celebration was completed with a formation fly-pastfive
roaring jet Tornado French aircraft. What a Day!

April 10™: All is over. We were driven to the Lille Airporhd
entered the same Airbus with crew for our returp tio
Ottawa. Astonishingly, during the five-day intervéhe DND

aircraft and crew had completed a trip to and fisfighanistan.

It's Your Legion

Are you an active member
The kind that would be missed
Or are you just contented
That your name is on the list?

Do you attend the meetings
And mingle with the crowd
Or do you stay at home
And grumble long and loud?

Do you ever go and visit
A member who is sick
Or leave the work to just a few
And talk about the clique?

Come to the Legion more often
And come with hand and heart
Don't just be a member
But take an active part.

Think this over members
You know the right from wrong.
Are you an active member
Or do you just belong?

Cde. Tom Kennedy
Deceased 2001, Age 8
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Synnove Guinan
Synnove celebrated her ©7birthday in Evergreen Hous
where she has been a resident since 2001. MitzikeEdok
her a birthday cake on Sunday, July 1.

She was a long time member
our Branch. For many years sk
minded the telephone during th
Poppy Campaign and attendg
many functions. She was
drummer in the West Vancouve
Senior Band. When she no long
could march with the Band in the Community Day Earashe
asked Peter Cherry if she could ride in the badki®Model T
Ford and follow directly behind the Band.

Please Donate & Donate Often
to the “RCL Troop Morale Fund”
If you haven't been down to the Branch lately we ar
fundraising to buy the troops a coffee and doughnut
As of July 14, 2007 we have raised a total of $ 43D

a)

Df
) 2 %%
*

%

Here are the key points from the directive receifeam
Dominion President, Jack Frost:

Happy 80" Birthday Dolly
18 # &

Dolly Cartwright joined the Oyama Branch 189 Auxily in
1956 and served as their President in 1957-59.

She transferred to the West Vancouver Auxiliaryl860 and
volunteered on many committees. In 1969 she sehneedirst
term as President and again in 1972-73. Dolly wss Zone
representative on Command from 1965-1969. Aftedingl
different Committee Chairs she was elected as Cardn
President in 1977 at the Prince George L.A. ConganDolly
was again elected Command President at the 198%eGton
held in Penticton.

Dolly has been a tireless worker in the Branchhatt over the
years by supervising the kitchen volunteers andiogothose
dinners for special Branch functions. Just to nanfew:
Remembrance Day Luncheons (two sittings)
Burns Night Supper
Valentines Dinner
Old Sweats Dinner (WW!I Veterans)
Friday Steak Nights
Soup and sandwiches for the Poppy Taggers
Dolly organized the catering for many funeral
receptions held at our Branch.

Dolly served her third term as L.A. Branch Prestdéom
1990 to 1997. Dolly received a L.A. Life Memberslaip well
as the Meritorious Service Award. Dolly’s contritmus to the
Ladies Auxiliary and the Branch will not be forgait

As the membership in the Branch L.A. decreased rsvéhe
end of the twentieth century, they decided to swtee their
charter on Dec. 14, 1999 after serving our Brawoct9 years.

Dolly celebrated her 80 birthday in June with family ang
friends.

Dolly Cartwright being installed as President oé tBranch
L.A. in 1996 by Bessie Stephens, L.A. Zone Commaride
the North Shore & Howe Sound Zone. Branch Presigenh

support program called the “RCL Troop Morale Fun
through which we hope to raise funds to treat @aogs in
Afghanistan to a Tim Hortons coffee and doughnutpéfully,
we will raise enough money on a regular basis twigde them
with coffee and doughnuts at least once a week.

“This effort will show that we, and many more Caisad, care
about their service and their sacrifices. It's teligift, but it
means a lot, and carries on our tradition of aesgs to service
people that we established in World War II.” hessay

aAll your Branch has to do is collect Canadian dsllan any
way that you wish and send a cheque for that amdettly
to Dominion Command, made out to the “RCL Troop Me
Fund”.

Every time that we have over $6,000 US in the eftind, we
will arrange with the Canadian Forces Personnelp8rg
Agency (CFPSA) to purchase 3,000 Tim Hortons cofied
doughnut certificates. They will be over-stampedhwihe
words “This certificate courtesy of The Royal Caiaad_egion
and its supporters in Canada”.

It is hoped that member and public donations wilhd a
weekly purchase of a coffee and a doughnut for eegitoyed
soldier as long as they are in that theatre ofatmrs.

Also see the Legion Magazine July/Aug article ogepa3.

*kkkk

Dear Branch 60 Members,

Thank you for your support, every bit makes a défee here.
I was happy to provide a more personal touch tduhd
raising effort. | know that the troops on the grdunere really
appreciate all the support that they receive framkln
Canada. It is the little things that people missniost, so
believe me when | say that all your fund raisinipe$ are
appreciated when those gift certificates are givetnrand each
soldier can go and get a cup of coffee or an iceikepp up the
good work and keep those well wishes and prayarsrapour
way!

Sent via email: May 9, 200

Captain Gillian Worsfold (our
poster gal for the campaign)
is the niece of Jan Downing, a
member of our Branch.

Dominion Command has initiated a major Canadianc&stL

All the very best, Capt. G. Worsfold, KAF MP P| Carjp

4

Gayle looking on.
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Meet Cde. George N. Dungey
Royal Canadian Air Force

Joined at Age 17 ¥
Spring of 1942 — Spring of 1946
Spring of 1951 — Dec.1971

Transport Canada — Civilian Inspector
Airport Standards & Development
Dec. 1971 — Oct. 1988

Pilot for 44 years
Total flying time 17, 840 hrs

Operational Flying Tour 720 hrs in Burma
Involving 230 operations in support of the
British 14" Army

- supply dropping
- paratroop drops
- glider towing

Medals from left to right:

The 1939-1945 Star
The Burma Star
The UK Defense Medal

P 0 nh e

& Overseas Bar
The War Medal 1939-1945I

o

6. The Commemorative Medal for the 125th

Anniversary of Confederation, 1992
Queens Golden Jubilee 1952-2002

Canadian Forces Decoration - CD & Bar

Canadian Volunteer Service Medal 1939-1945

Background on the painting
“ACTION AT SHWEBO” in Burma

The “Action at Shwebo” occurred on January 12, 194&&ur
Japanese Oscar Fighters attacked five Dakota #iofra35(T)
Squadron on a supply drop of ammunition, medical food
supplies to a besieged British ™4Army unit at Shwebo
Burma.

Two Canadian Dakota aircraft were shot down andied {
aircraft, while taking evasive action from a Japsnfghter, hit
a tree, tearing four feet off the wing tips, butnaged to
escape and returned to base. S/L Coobs was awHredaFC
for his action.

There were six airmen killed and four wounded iis #ittack. |
was indirectly involved as the scheduled sixth raiitcon this
operation but due to a short delay at base, wasithehe other
five aircraft. Approaching Shwebo we noticed a Ctakaircraft
coming towards us with the left engine on fire. Wied and|
followed it until it crash landed in a clearing. &larew were]
observed exiting the burning aircraft carrying oneew
member out. While dropping our emergency medicdl faod
supplies to the crew of the downed aircraft, owgetor in the
astro dome lookout advised that we had compang\atig us
around. This was a Japanese fighter who then flefoint of
us, turned, and departed without any further invigds. We
proceeded to the supply drop zone, dropped our, laad
returned to base.

The Canadian War Museum did not have paintinggingldao
the Canadian Air Force operating in Burma. Squadgr
Historian, Peter Brennon, in 1971 commissioned 1|
distinguished aeronautical illustrator, R.W. Bradfato record

in painting the “Action at Shwebo”. Wartime briefimotes
were obtained, as well as futher comments from dieavs
involved. A sketch was proposed by the painter, thiedcrews
commented again, resulting in the finalizationha# sketch.

Due to the black and white cameras of 1945, cghittures of
the area had to be obtained. Peter Brennon, afsymhone
calls and with a little bit of luck, contacted ti#emerican
Ambassador while he was in Mandalay (near Shwebbg
Ambassador arranged for colour photos, which inetudhe
Shwebo Canal for orientation.

The final painting was presented to the Canadian Migseum
in 1973 and has been reproduced, with their kingnjssion,
and is in our collection at the Branch.

George N. Dungey
Pilot of the Sixth Aircraft

on
he
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April 28 - Furry Creek Golf Tournament and Lunch

June 2 - Community Day Parade Branch 60’s Baseball Team

Donating to Troop Morale Fund

June 16 - Lobster Nite
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June 9to 13 - BC/Yukon Convention

Support the Troops Red T-shirt Night New Execuiommittee Members New Chair, Treasurer, 2nd Vice & 1st Vide

June 22 - Seniors Bus Trip June 23 - Dolly 80th Birthday

Canada Day at Ambleside Park & Branch BBQ

More public photos are available on our website http://www.westvan60.com and click on Gallery
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Member & Author the 1930's | had needed no encouragement to abidwi
curriculum regarding things Canadian. Long beforardh

Russell C. Shelton 1944, all Australians had been made aware of themwa

(ex Royal Australian Air Force) welcome and hospitality their boys received from @anadian

people, not omitting the allure of their girls whpoke in such
“accents fair,” many of whom had yet to meet mothers-in-lgw
in Australia.

Invariably the 16 to 21 days voyage across thefiga@icean

1944 2006 itself not without a degree of danger after Japan®y into the

Russ came to Canada to live on the prairies in 1849 war, would end with Australian’s disembarking ather Los
returned to Australia in 1967. In 1978 he decidedutfill his Angeles, or San Francisco from whence Southern fiPgei
|0ng-standing desire, that was formed outside & @P.R. Railroad carried us to the still beautiful but nadefunct
Station in Vancouver during March 1944, which wadite in Canadian Pacific Railway station in Vancouver. Fribere that

Vancouver with his Canadian wife and family. great railway carried us through the magnificen¢eBatish
Columbia’s mountains and valleys to the schools fiyidg

The following was written by Russ for the “Britisbolumbia fields of the prairies

Historical News” Volume 23, No. 1, Winter 1990, I$9045-

2963. This excerpt is the beginning of the storypage 8. Exactly forty-six years after, as a member of thileo
3} ., generation, | sense a historical value to the tywghbtographs
The Beholder for which | gave almost one day’s pay at the CP&i&t when

After more than forty years the visual impact ofabiful | place them with the stored memories of grim bometheless
British Columbia on the senses of observant impsesdle happy times. British Columbians may find the diz

fixed in the memories of the living, regardless miesent Only from the standpoint of how a young “foreigneeacted to
residence. totally unfamiliar sights and sensations, but asaecall for

. . themselves the soon-to-be forgotten days of theansge
Canada, the aerodrome of democracy during thebteryiears |o.omotives, and the open air “rock-jumper” obséibracars of

from 1940 to 1945, welcomed some 15,000 Royal Aliaft .o 1920's and 1930’s. debicted in the agin Hraoigs
Air Force personnel, all eager to master theirimtily separate ) ) ' 0eP gngp o
categories of pilot, navigator, bomb aimer, wirslesr gunner, Wartime Diary dated March 19 & 20, 1944 follow défey his

or “straight A/G” (air gunner.) To be selected for thEiP and experiences through the Rockies.
“Canadian Draft” was a special bonus, even if it meant that we read the rest of the story, you can find thisiésat the Wes
were destined to become reinforcements for Briaoyal Air vvancouver Memorial Library, or ask Russ to seechisy.

Force, to do battle in European skies. A largerefiewas all | | book entitled * d
could see, - one year€ook’s tour” by sea and rail, of a sisteRUSS also wrote a book entitied "From Hudson Bajgotany

Dominion, Canada, that vast country of such contrias Bay”, - The lost frigates_ of _Laperouse, and is e at the
Australia’s tropical and sub-tropical climes. Irheol days of Yest Vancouver Memorial Library.

=

y

Why "TAPS" are Played The Captain had asked if he could have a grouprofyAband
. . , . members play a funeral dirge for his son at theerfah The
Reportedly, it all began in 1862 during the CivilaW when o0, 65t was turned down since the soldier was dederate.
Union Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with hismmeear g, "oyt of respect for the father, they did sagyticould give
Harrison’s Landing in Virginia. The Confederate ATmas on pim only one musician. The Captain chose a bugierasked|
the other side of the narrow strip of land. Durihg night, e 1 gier to play a series of musical notes hefbadd on a

Captain Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier e ,ioce of paper in the pocket of the dead youthiotm. This
severely wounded on the field. Not knowing if itsve Union or wish was granted.

Confederate soldier, the Captain decided to risk liie and i -
bring the stricken man back for medical attenti@rawling on The haunting melody, we now know as "Taps" useaibtary
his stomach through the gunfire, the Captain redcttee funerals was born.

stricken soldier and began pulling him toward lisampment. The words are:

When the Captain finally reached his own linesdiseovered it Day is done Gone the sun From the lakes Rimmills
was actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldas dead. From the sky Allis well Safely rest God igim

The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught heath and Fading light Dims the sight And a star Gerhs sky
went numb with shock. In the dim light, he saw fhee of the Gleaming bright From afar Drawing nigh Fahse night.

soldier. It was his own son. The boy had been stwdmusic in Thanks and praise For our days Neath the sNiath the
the South when the war broke out. Without tellingflather, the o« Neath the sky.

boy enlisted in the Confederate Army. Aswe go This we know God is nigh
wi is wi W is nigh.

The following morning, heartbroken, the father akke ) .
permission of his superiors to give his son arilitary burial, Remember those lost and harmed while serving oumt@yp

despite his enemy status. His request was onljapigrgranted. and also those presently serving in the Armed Force
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THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OL D; AGE
SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN. AT THE GOING
DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL REMEMBE R THEM.

Branch 60 Ordinary Members

Frank Mike McBride — H-16515, PPCLI, WWII, Oct 10, 2006, Age 87
R. Errol Cross — V-40622, RCNVR, WWII, Dec 31, 2006, Age 83
Thomas William Davy — V-63926, RCNVR, WWII, Mar 13, 2007, Age 92
Olaf Kornelius Pedersen — 7429, RAF, WWII, May 26, 2007, Age 83
Thomas R. Shakespeare —19110553, Royal MP, 1946-49, June 19, 2007, Age 78
John (Jack) H. Emslie — J-44096 RCAF, WWII, 55260 NATO, June 26, 2007, Age 83

Branch 60 Members

David Ross — May 24, 2007, Age 71
Lillian F. Coyle — May 20, 2007, Age 85
Brian Andrew McConnachie — June 3, 2007, Age 66

Canadian Military Members Killed On Active Duty

Sergeant Donald Lucas — April 8, 2007, Age 31
Corporal Brent Donald Poland — April 8, 2007, Age 37
Corporal Christopher Paul Stannix — April 8, 2007, Age 24
Corporal Aaron Edward Williams — April 8, 2007, Age 23
Private David Robert Greenslade — April 8, 2007, Age 20

Private Kevin Vincent Kennedy — April 8, 2007, Age 20

Master Corporal Allan Stewart — April 11, 2007, Age 31
Trooper Patrick James Pentland — April 11, 2007, Age 23
Master-Corporal Anthony Klumpenhouwer — April 18, 2007, Age 25
Corporal Benoit Chevalier — May 6, 2007, Age 25

Captain Shawn McCaughey — May 18, 2007, Age 31
Corporal Matthew McCully — May 25, 2007, Age 25
Corporal Christopher Deliva — May 28, 2007, Age 27
Master Corporal Darrell Jason Priede — May 30, 2007, Age 30
Trooper Darryl Caswell — June 12, 2007, Age 25
Sergeant Christos Karigiannis — June 20, 2007, Age 31
Corporal Stephen Frederick Bouzane — June 20, 2007, Age 26

Private Joel Wiebe — June 20, 2007, Age 22

To learn more about the soldiers who have made the ultimate sacrifice
please click http://www.forces.gc.ca/hr/fallen/engraph/home_e.asp

Branch 60 thanks these two businesses for their VOL

UNTEER time.

STREAMSIDE TREE
SERVICE LTD.

Jay Carter

314 MacBeth Street
West Vancouver, BC V7T 1V7
Ph: 604 926 3662
Fx: 604 926 3652
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These Businesses are Proud to Support the Legion & “The Torch”

RALPH SULTAN, M.L.A.
West Vancouver - Capilano

Proud Member of Branch 60 4
Constituency Office: + ,
409 - 545 Clyde Avenue 0% ! $ _
West Vancouver, B.C. V7T 1C5 ’
(604) 981-0050 /% & 01
ralph.sultan.mla@leg.bc.ca x23 |2

www.ralphsultan.com

JOAN MCINTYRE, M.L.A.
West Vancouver - Garibaldi

Proud Member of Branch 60
Constituency Office:
Suite 300 - 2232 Marine Drive

West Vancouver, B.C. V7V 1K4
(604) 981-0045 BAswcs
"# $%I&&™$ () "#H#' *!

joan.mcintyre.mla@leg.bc.ca
www.joanmcintyremla.bc.ca g |

The B. Lloyd Team
#200 — 520 1% Street
West Vancouver, BC V7V 3S8
Bus: 604-981-4422 Fax: 604-981-4432
Toll Free: 1-888-267-6220
E-Mail: barry.lloyd@td.com

Our Philosophy

We are Advisors to many high net worth individualsall business
owners, and families, who value the Integrated Weadhnagement
Solutions that we create for each client.

Through a clearly defined investment process; tdiean easily understand
why we are making our recommendations, and howhkype
implemented and monitored.

We pride ourselves on providing the highest lev¥girofessional service,
standards, and attention to the client’s affairs.

If you wish to advertise in the next issue of Tl please contact Julie Clements at 604-728-0875
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These Businesses are Proud to Support the Legion &

“The Torch”

Not to be combined with any other promotion or incentive

Just mention our Branch # to qualify for the saving

S.

660 Clyde Avenue (off Taylor Way)
West Vancouver, B.C. V7T 1C9

Phone: 604-922-5711 Fax: 604-922-5722
Email: info@drrodneyshainbom.com
www.drrodneyshainbom.com

Sign up on the board
in the Lounge or call
Ken Newton
604-980-0317

This space was donated by Phil Marsh

If you wish to advertise in the next issue of Tl please contact Julie Clements at 604-728-0875
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These Businesses are Proud to Support the Legion & “The Torch”

10% off labour for all Legion Members

977 West 3rd Street
North Vancouver
N vanco. Gerry Graca

Tel: 604-986-5332
Fax: 604-986-5300
Email: gerrygraca@telus.net

ICBC Claims & Vendor
Dealer License # 10838

Making a lasting difference by supporting
charitable projects in areas of health, education,
arts, social services and the environment.

For more information, call 604-925-8153
or visit www.westvanfoundation.com

A FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1923

Full Service Dry Cleaning
On Site Shirt Laundry
Same Day Service Monday thru Saturday
Carpet, Upholstery and Area Rug Cleaning
Drapery Cleaning

15% off for all Legion Members (Show your Membershp Card)

1359 Marine Drive, West Vancouver, BC V7T 1B6604-922-7210

If you wish to advertise in the next issue of Tl please contact Julie Clements at 604-728-0875




