
President 's Message 

The snow is falling as I write this today, and I can’t help but think how quickly 
2007 has gone by. Once again, it’s that time of year when we take a moment to 
reflect on family, friends and all that’s gone on in our lives over the previous 
twelve months. 

2007 has been a year of progress and many achievements. Your Executive has 
worked hard on a number of projects, and certainly should be commended for 

their continued support of the Branch and The Royal Canadian Legion. Our commitment to our 
Veterans is at the forefront of our mandate. 

Our participation in the North Shore Candlelight Tribute, Capilano View Cemetery Service, and 
our Remembrance Day Parade, are stand outs in a year dedicated to the 90th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge. This year your Executive created the “Veterans Honour Committee”, as 
an assurance to our members, of our long term commitment to “Remember, and Honour”, our 
Veterans. The “Support the Troops” fundraiser is an ongoing project which gives much needed 
support to those who are currently serving. 

As your President it has been an honour to represent the Branch at many Legion and Community 
events. It is evident that the youth of our community have a great interest in the work of The 
Royal Canadian Legion, and that they support and honour the memory of our Veterans. Student 
volunteers from both the West Vancouver Public and Private Schools, participated in our 
Remembrance Day Service. I extend a very special thank you to each and every one of them. The 
student participation in our Poster and Literary Contest was unsurpassed, in no small part a credit 
to our Committee, and the Teachers who are passing our message along. I can not thank them 
enough for their efforts. 

In closing I would like to thank you, the members, for your ongoing support of your Branch and 
your Executive. I thank you for attending meetings, supporting Branch activities and for 
volunteering whenever there is a need. Our positive achievements are directly proportional to the 
efforts of our volunteers. I can tell you honestly, we can be extremely proud of both our 
achievements and our volunteers! 

On a personal note, I thank you for the support you’ve given me the past two years, and for the 
vote of confidence in electing me your President for 2008. 

My sincere regards, and very best wishes for a wonderful holiday season, and a happy and 
successful New Year! 
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The torch is symbolic of justice, 
honour and freedom for which our 
comrades fought and died. We 
who are left must pledge 
ourselves to hold it high, lest we 
break faith with those who died. 
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Branch 60 Welcomes Our New Members  

Ordinary 

Ingrid (Tyffie) Blanchet 
Julian Kirstiuk 

Associate 

Cheryl Shand 
Lawrence Shand 

Affiliate Voting 

Geoffrey Glenister 
Donald McPhee 

Election Results — 2008 Branch Executive  

President 
        – Valerie MacGregor 
1st Vice President 
        – Dianne Vowles 
2nd Vice President 
        – Jeremy Woodham 
Treasurer 
        – Richard Lyle 
Service Officer 
        – Rosemarie Block 

Executive Members 
Two Year Term: 

 
Sharon Bliss 

Michael Cartwright 
Gordon Kennedy 
Glen MacGregor 

 
 
 

Executive Members 
One Year Term: 

 
Steve Cochrane 
Donald Sinclair 
Glenn Southan 
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Membership Report 
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Our current membership is as follows; 652 paid 
and 82 unpaid members for 2007, Life – 11, 
Ordinary – 237, Associate – 243, Affiliate 
Voting – 156, Affiliate Non-Voting – 5. 

The Early Bird Draw was held on December 8, 2007 after the 
meat draw. The winners are: $50 Safeway Gift Certificates - 
Steve Cochrane, Harry Greenwood and Hildegard Lauterborn, 
BCAA Gift Certificate - Clifford Dickinson, The Boathouse 
Restaurant Gift Certificates - John W. Cameron, Edward 
Marshall, Bob Fisher and Jill Ann Groden. All winners have 
been notified. 

Membership dues for 2008 remain at $45.00 and members are 
reminded that they are due by December 31, 2007. If your dues 
are not received at the Branch by this date, you must be signed 
in as a guest. 

The Key Card lock on the front door will be changed on in the 
New Year and at that time members will need to use the Purple 
Key Card that has been provided with their new membership 
cards. If you have paid your membership, and have not 
received a key card, please contact me at the number above and 
I will arrange for one to be provided to you. 

We still have 80 members who have not renewed for 2007. I 
would appreciate, that if anyone knows of a member who has 
not renewed, and is not going to renew, being notified so that 
they may be taken off our Membership roster. 

Legion Supplies 
The new Legion Supplies catalogue has now come out and has 
a wonderful section of Consumer items that can be purchased. 
A copy of the Catalogue can be found behind the bar and if 
there is an item that you wish ordered please leave the 
following information on a piece of paper in the Membership 
box: your name, phone number, item number, page from the 
catalogue, quantity (and/or size) of item required. 

Meetings  
Our Executive meets on the second Tuesday of each month. 
General Meetings are the fourth Tuesday of each month with 
the exception of July and August. All meetings start at 7:30 
pm. We encourage as many members as possible to attend our 
General Meetings. 

General  January 22 
Executive February 12 
General  February 26 
Executive March 11 
General  March 25 
Executive April 8 
General  April 22 

Cde. Summersgill receiving his 60 year pin on December 15,, 

2007 at the Branch Saturday Meat Draw. 

Robert H. Summersgill, E.D., C.D., Lt Col (Retired) 

Bob enlisted in the Loyal Edmonton Regiment in 1935, was 
commissioned in 1937 and was shipped overseas in 1939 with 
the Regiment as part of the First Canadian Division. In 1942 he 
was severely injured in an accident while on duty as a Liaison 
Officer at the Canadian Corps Headquarters. He spent the next 
year in hospital recovering from his injuries, initially in 
England and then in Canada. After recovery he returned to duty 
and finished the war years as a Major and the Commanding 
Officer of the Release Depot in London, Ontario. After his 
wartime active duty, Bob stayed with the reserves and 
eventually was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. He was the 
last Commanding Officer of the 19th Alberta Dragoons, 
formerly the Edmonton Fusiliers, a reserve unit in Edmonton 
that was disbanded in the early 1960’s. 

After the war Bob returned to Edmonton and found 
employment with Veterans Affairs Canada. He was transferred 
to Vancouver in 1964 as the superintendent of Veterans Affairs 
for the BC area, where he remained until his retirement in 
1975. After retirement from the Veterans Affairs, Bob served 
for many years on the Board of the Last Post Fund in 
Vancouver. Bob has been a Royal Canadian Legion member 
continually since 1944. 

- submitted by his son, Bill Summersgill 

Please volunteer for a shift at 
Planet Bingo, the sign up sheet 
is on the board in the Lounge. 



�������THE TORCH — W INTER 2007 

2008 Executive & Appointments 

President........................................... Valerie MacGregor 
1st Vice President............................. Dianne Vowles 
2nd Vice President ........................... Jeremy Woodham 
Chairman.......................................... Tom Dimitroff 
Treasurer ..........................................Richard Lyle 
Service Officer ................................. Rosemarie Block 
Past President ................................... Ken Wells 
Executive Members.......................... Sharon Bliss 
......................................................... Michael Cartwright 
......................................................... Julie Clements 
......................................................... Steve Cochrane 
......................................................... Gordon Kennedy 
......................................................... Glen MacGregor 
......................................................... Donald Sinclair 
......................................................... Glenn Southan 
Secretary ..........................................Dianne Vowles 
Chaplain ...........................................Rev. Ray Waller 
Sergeant At Arms............................. Steve Cochrane 
Honourary Poppy Chair ................... Rosemarie Block 

2008 Committees 

Air Cadet Liaison ............................. Bern Gayle 
Barbeques......................................... Jeremy Woodham 
Buildings & Grounds ....................... Gordon Kennedy 
......................................................... Michael Cartwright 
Bursaries & Scholarships ................. Colin Fleming 
By-Laws........................................... Donald Sinclair 
Club Management & 
Lounge Operations ........................... Valerie MacGregor 
Complaints & Appeals ..................... Valerie MacGregor 
......................................................... Dianne Vowles 
Entertainment Bookings................... Valerie/Glen MacGregor 
Finance............................................. Richard Lyle 
Hall Rentals...................................... Rosemarie Block 
Honours & Awards .......................... Rosemarie Block 
......................................................... Sharon Bliss 
Kitchen & Laundry .......................... Brent Morgan 
Legion Supplies................................ Sharon Bliss 
Membership ..................................... Sharon Bliss 
Memorabilia ..................................... Peter Cherry 
Newsletter – “The Torch” ................ Julie Clements 
Poppy & Benevolent Fund ............... Rosemarie Block 
Poppy Campaign .............................. Jeremy Woodham 
Poster & Literary Contest................. Richard Lyle 
Public Relations & Website ............. Julie Clements 
Sea Cadet & Navy League Liaison .. Joan Thibault 
Sick & Visiting................................. Rosemarie Block 
Special Events & Dinners ................ Richard Lyle 
......................................................... Janice Mackay-Smith 
Sports ............................................... Jeremy Woodham 
Veterans Honour Committee............ Julie Clements 
Ways & Means................................. Glen MacGregor 

Treasurer 's Report 
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At the time of this writing we have just had our 
annual General Meeting and the election of our 
2008 Executive. Not having stood for re-
election, this is my last report to you as 
Treasurer. I am pleased to say that Branch 60 
continues to be very strong financially. In my 

four years as Treasurer I have seen improved revenue from our 
Lounge and steady growth in our General Fund. 

At the end of October 2007 the branch had $171,781 in the 
General Fund. As we approach year-end our financial 
performance is slightly ahead of the same period one year ago. 
Building maintenance and repair costs always present a 
challenge but careful spending decisions by our executive as 
well as volunteer labour from some of our members have made 
a number of improvements possible at minimal cost to our 
branch. 

As in the past few years, the Poppy Campaign has brought in 
over $50,000. 

Rosemarie Block, her committee and all those who tagged 
deserve a great deal of credit for their countless volunteer 
hours. 

Our Gaming fund continues to receive revenue from Planet 
Bingo and our Saturday afternoon Meat Draws and 50/50. By 
year-end we expect to have disbursed for 2007, approximately 
$45,000 from the fund to local organizations. Thanks go to Ken 
Newton for his many hours of volunteering at Planet Bingo and 
running the Saturday afternoon draws. Ken has stepped down 
as Ways & Means chair and I will be assuming his former 
position. As our Branch receives over $3,200 per month from 
Planet Bingo proceeds, the Gaming Association insists that we 
provide volunteers at Bingo events. We have dates assigned for 
our Branch approximately one per month. The sign-up sheet is 
posted in our Lounge. For information call Glen MacGregor, 
604-986-5670.  

In closing, I wish to welcome Dick Lyle as your new Treasurer 
for 2008. Dick brings much experience to the Executive as he 
has been a branch member for over 30 years, serving on a 
number of committees and executive positions. 

POPPY CAMPAIGN 
TOTAL 

$50,614.50 
Thank you everyone! 
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Lounge Operations Report 
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Our long-time bartender and bar manager Chris 
Dunn retired at the end of October. Louise 
McPherson has assumed the manager position. 
We have two new bar staff, Christine is working 

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday day shifts and Fraser is working 
Monday and Saturday evenings. 
We have several new bottle beers, coolers and single malt 
scotches as well as some new snack food choices. 
Lounge improvements are on-going with our bar manager doing 
some recent reorganizing behind the bar and in the New Year 
we hope to see some improvements in equipment and cabinetry. 

Lounge sales continue to be good and lounge net income is well 
ahead of the same period last year. 

As in past years, Remembrance Day saw a huge crowd visiting 
the Memorial Hall as well as our Lounge. Our staff and 
volunteers did an amazing job of serving all our members and 
guests on the busiest day of our year. 

Grey Cup Sunday was well attended and again our volunteers 
helped make it a fun afternoon by providing food and raising 
some additional dollars for our Poppy Fund. 

With Christmas and New Year’s approaching, let’s remember to 
invite our friends to join us in the Lounge, as guests are always 
welcome. 

Hours:  Mon-Thu 11:30 am - 11:30 pm; Friday Noon - Midnight; Saturday Noon - 1:00 am; Sunday 1:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

2007 BRANCH WINNERS - ESSAY, POEM AND POSTER CONTES T���3�����3��'�/�	)�65���

The following students have had their submissions forwarded to the North Shore - Howe Sound Zone of the British Columbia - 
Yukon Command of the Royal Canadian Legion for further judging. We trust some of these submissions will be forwarded to  
Provincial Command for additional judging. We wish them the best of luck! We have submitted 12 entries this year. A young Girl 
from Pauline Johnson School submitted a poem en francais. A total of 435 entries were received this year. I would like to thank 
Janice McKay-Smith for her assistance with this program. 

Senior Poster (Colour)  COURTNEY CHOW   Grade 12 Sentinel 

Senior Poster (B&W)  SARAH MCLAUGHLIN  Grade 12 Sentinel 

Senior Poem   VALERIE TEICHER  Grade 12 Collingwood 

Senior Essay   JIHYE GRACE KIM   Grade 12 Sentinel 

Intermediate Poster (Colour) JEFF CHI    Grade 7  Hollyburn 

Intermediate Poster (B&W) KATRINA VALDEZ   Grade 7  Hollyburn 

Intermediate Poem  MEAGHAN BROOKS   Grade 7  Irwin Park 

Intermediate Essay  MARK KIM    Grade 9  West Vancouver 

Junior Poster (Colour)  TARIQ KESHAVJI   Grade 4  Collingwood 

Junior Poster (B&W)  MOLLY WACHTMAN  Grade 6  Hollyburn 

Junior Essay   PHILIP JESIC   Grade 6  Hollyburn 

Junior Poem   KYLA JARRAR   Grade 5  Collingwood 

Sea Cadets & Navy League Rpt. �
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Navy League Cadets (Ages 9-12)  

The Navy League has had a very busy month, 
they have been holding regular parade nights 
with 45 cadets in attendance, they have 
completed their new cadet training weekend 
with 14 cadets in attendance. 

Mid-October saw an outdoor adventure training weekend with 
85 cadets and 15 officers in attendance. They trained in such 
things as First Aide, compass and map reading, mountain 
survival and radio communications. 

November saw us hosting 50 cadets from around the lower 
mainland in a Band training weekend. The cadets just had their 
first Inspection of the year and did very well. Cadets are also 
going on a skating outing! 

Sea Cadets (Ages 12-19)  

There are currently 49 Sea Cadets and 7 Officers and Civilian 
Instructors on board. The Sea Cadets have been very active this 
past month with Drill team practices, first aide team practices 
and range courses. Two cadets have just taken their Chief 
boardsand we are awaiting results. The Sea Cadet band will be 
doing concerts at several senior homes over the next two 
months. 

**It was also delightful to see such a good contingent of Navy 
League and Sea Cadets out for our Remembrance Day Parade 
this year! 

I was present at the Navy League Branch Inspection November 
13, 2007. They presented as though they have been doing this 
forever, they were exceptionally well turned out, the band was 
amazing (led by Capt. Andy Smith’s daughter - 103 
Thunderbird Squadron N. Vancouver) and their deportment and 
presentation was absolutely excellent. It was a treat to be there. 
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Mini Christmas Trees 
Delivered To Veterans 

 

 

Valerie MacGregor, President of the West Vancouver Legion Branch 
60 announces a new program to bring a bit of Christmas to our local 
Veterans. 

Eighteen mini Christmas trees were hand crafted under the direction 
of Julie Clements. Her committee of twenty volunteers created the 
trees from coat hangers, mini lights, garland and trim. Approximately 
seventy volunteer hours went into this year’s project. 

On Friday November 30, Branch President Valerie MacGregor, Public Relations Chair 
Julie Clements, and Executive Member Gordon Kennedy paid a surprise visit to 
Hollyburn House Retirement Residence, in West Vancouver to deliver the first set of 
Christmas trees. 

June Morris Executive Director of Hollyburn House and Lesley Da Silva Director of 
Recreation were on hand to receive the trees. Veteran, Brigadier General Charles 
Thompson (ret.) was presented with the first tree. Mr. Thompson served our country 
for 32 years with the Royal Canadian Air Force from 1941 to 1973. 

“I felt like Santa Claus delivering the trees to the rest of the Veterans. You should have 
seen their faces, grins from ear to ear.” says Lesley Da Silva, Director of Recreation. 

“Our hope is to make this an annual event, with similar deliveries to North Shore 
Seniors Residences and Care Facilities, in the years to come.” says Valerie MacGregor. 

Air Cadets - 525 Squadron Report 
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Recent Activities:  

525 Squadron is now well on its way towards 
carrying out action plans for improved results in 
performance and increased membership. This is 
as a result of continued activity of the 

Sponsoring Committee (parents group) as well as the new C.O. 
(2nd Lt. Cal Shamper). He took over at the 
Change of Command Ceremony on October 
2 Indeed. Cal was inducted as a member of 
Branch 60 at the General Meeting on 
November 27 and he then proceeded to 
present the monthly report of “Air Cadets” 
to the members in attendance at that 
meeting. 

There is consistent good attendance and 
participation/ideas for cadet activities. This 
has resulted in increased enthusiasm in exercises and training. 

The Squadron Supported Branch 60 by turning out on parade at 
North Vancouver Cemetery on November 4th and at the 
Remembrance Day Parade on November 11th. In addition 
members of 525 Squadron aided Branch 60 during their 
excellent and successful poppy campaign in early November. 

Present Activities:  

(1) Cadet Instructor Joyce is now qualified to fly and train 
cadets. Familiarization (instruction) flying will continue when 
weather permits. 
(2) A Flight Simulator Program is now under way - it provides 
cadets with near-actual flying experience. More simulator 
equipment is presently on its way. 
(3) The Firing Range program will start soon with new 
equipment received from DND. 
(4) In mid-November during the three-day weekend the 
525cadets experienced a Survival Exercise with two other local 
Squadrons (#835 in North Vancouver and #858 in Squamish). 
This was excellent training program and a booster for the 
morale of 525 participants. 
 
Other Activities:  

On December 11 there will be Christmas Mess Dinner to be 
held in our Legion Hall. Prior to Christmas the cadets will assist 
the local Lions Club in their Christmas tree sales as their 
contribution to the Community. 

Finally, the Squadron will “Stand Down” on December 21 for 
the “Christmas Break”. Perhaps during this hiatus they will 
assist Santa Claus in his in his worldwide junket, spreading 
Good-will and Joy. 
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The Capilano Rugby Club would like to express its 
appreciation to the Executive and Members of Branch 60, The 
Royal Canadian Legion, for their generous donation of 
$500.00. 

As each new season starts, there is always a need for new 
equipment and supplies. As a result of the Branch’s donation, 
the club was able to purchase 50 new rugby balls, suitably 
inscribed as a “Gift from Branch, 60,” to be used by all our 
teams during practice sessions. 

As many of your members know, the Capilano Ruby Club is 
the largest Ruby Club in Canada, as well as one of the most 
successful teams in British Columbia. 

With the financial support of 
donors, such as Branch 60, we 
have no doubt that the club will 
continue to be successful. 

Once again, 
our thanks and appreciation. 

Eric Dodds, Secretary, 
Capilano Rugby Club 

Sports Report 
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Firstly, I would like to thank all of the sports 
volunteers who have helped with the sports 
events this year. We have had a successful year 
with darts, cribbage, conkers, quiz nights on the 
inside and soccer, baseball and golf on the 
outside. This year I hope to include Bocce and 

Lawn Bowling and expand the golf program to include other 
Legion members from our zone. Your new ideas and 
participation are always welcome. Forthcoming events are: 
Xmas Darts Drop In – Wed, Dec. 12 at 7:30pm; Boxing Day 
Soccer at Ambleside Park – Wed, Dec. 26 at 12:00pm; 
Tiddlywinks – in the New Year; Musical Bingo – TBA; Super 
Bowl Sunday – Sun, Feb. 3, 2008; Spring Golf Classic – Sat. 
Apr. 26, 2008 at Furry Creek. I want to establish a sports 
committee. All-comers welcome. Talk to me and sign up. 
Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

The President also confirmed that the 2008 Zone Darts 
Playdown have been awarded to Branch 60. The Playdowns 
will be held sometime in the early Spring. 

Conker Tournament 
 
There once was a guy from this region/ 
A member of the West Van legion/ 
Sammy S. was his name/ 
Playing conkers was his game/ 
English background made this his season./ 

So…a conker tournament he planned/ 
With a trophy, now that would be grand/ 
Giant conker of wood/ 
That would look pretty good/ 
Maybe.. hung by a chain on a stand?/ 

Well Glen designed and made the whole thing/ 
And the conkers they threaded with string…/ 
Would help us remember/ 
Dave Curtis…a member/ 
Who’d have loved the fun conkers would bring./ 

The first conker game started last year/ 
‘Twas a brilliant success, so I hear/ 
The first champion was Rees/ 
Conquered all with his piece/ 
King conker and conquerer were to fear./ 

This years tournament lots signed to swing/ 
When I thought of the memories ‘twould bring/ 
Quickly signed up my name/ 
Knowing ‘twas a guys game/ 
‘Cause best conker is always a “KING”!/ 

Well you just can’t believe my surprise/ 
When right there, before my very eyes/ 
All the conkers I’d smack/ 
Well they started to crack!/ 
And came flying off all their string ties./ 

Well the finals reduced it to two/ 
And I must admit I’d gotten through!/ 
But when Michael hit hard/ 
It put me on my guard/ 
But….his conker was cracking I knew!/ 

Tension built like the rise of a wave/ 
But, finally Michaels conker gave/ 
This had not been foreseen/ 
Jen was now conker “QUEEN”!/ 
In memory, on the trophy for Dave. 
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In 1941, Lloyd left to fight in the war, serving in Italy and 
North West Europe until 1945. Lloyd was awarded the 
Military Cross for his role in tank recovery under fire at the 
last battle for Cassino, Italy, while serving as RCEME 
Officer attached to the Ontario Tank Regiment, 1st Canadian 
Armoured Brigade. 

George Derby Centre Volunteer Society 
Launches the 1st Edition of their new publication, 

"Honouring Our Veterans, 
Recollections and Recipes" 

George Derby is a Community-
based facility providing complex 
health care and services for 300 
residents who are Canadian 
Veterans of the Armed Forces. The 
goal of the George Derby Centre 
Volunteer Society is to support our 
Veteran Residents. The volunteers 
manage the Gift Shop, support the 
Centre’s fund raising initiatives, 
participates in resident activities 
and contribute 12000 hours 
annually. 

In collaboration with residents, staff, family members and 
management, the Volunteer Society was inspired to create a 
publication to honour our Veterans. The result is “Honouring 
our Veterans, Recollections and recipes”, a compilation of 
favourite recipes, photos and reminiscences. This book proved 
to be a wonderful shared experience for all those who have 
contributed and participated in making the book a reality. We 
hope the stories and images will bridge the gap between 
generations and offer a “snapshot” into the lives of our 
veterans. 

The cost of the book is $22.00 plus $7.50 for shipping. Order 
Forms will be available at the Bar. To save the cost of 
shipping, leave the order form behind the Bar and Peter Cherry 
will pick the books up and leave them at the Bar. 

Note – The picture of the veteran on the book cover is that of 
the late Lloyd Patton, M.C. a Past President and Life Member 
(awarded in 1985) of Branch 60. 

PATTON 
GEORGE "LLOYD",  M.C. 
Dec. 2, 1916   -   Dec. 12, 2006 

 
Branch 60 Legion Service: 

1970 2nd Vice President 
1971 2nd Vice President 
1972 1st Vice President 
1974 Executive 
1975-76 President 
1976-77 Past President 

Remembrance Day Photograph Album  
Since 1998, The West Vancouver Police Department, has 
presented Branch 60 with a photograph album containing 
pictures taken during the Remembrance Day Parade and 
Service. This year Sgt. Andy Mendel, Forensic Ident Section, 
took the pictures. He is one of several photographers that have 
done this previously. 

We will do our best to identify as many members and possible 
and those identified will receive a copy compliments of the 
Branch. 
The WVPD photographs are also posted, in a separate album, 
in the Gallery section on our website, along with other 
photographers’ albums. If you recognize anyone in a photo 
please email: TheTorch60@shaw.ca  

BC Seniors' Information Line 
You want to live a full and independent lifestyle. But everyone 
can use a hand from time to time. The BC Seniors’ Line assists 
British Columbians in accessing the network of provincial 
services including: 

Senior's Supplement providing financial benefits to 
approximately 40,000 low-income seniors. 
SAFER Program offering rental subsidies to low-
income seniors. 

It’s all part of the best system of support for seniors in North 
America. So no matter where life takes you, we’re here to help. 
To reach the BC Seniors' Line, call 1 800 465-4911 weekdays 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Buildings and Grounds 
3��'�
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I would like to thank Dick Davenport for all 
his hard work and Owen for keeping our 
Garden and parking area looking great. 

On going maintenance has seen the north 
ramp to the upstairs hall replaced and all 
carpet will be cleaned early in the new year. 
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BC/Yukon Command entered into a partnership with Fenety Marketing to produce a series 
of publications, profiling the history of Legion Branches throughout the Command as well 
as documenting individual profiles of veterans and their military experiences. Proceeds 
from the advertising allows for the free distribution as well as supports the charitable and 
volunteer work of the Legion in the community. 

The series of publications, Military Service Recognition Books, record the military 
experiences of veterans to preserve this sacred history and heritage. Submissions are 
welcomed from all veterans or their families regardless of whether or not they are Legion 
members. 

These educational and interesting publications are distributed free of charge to Legion 
Branches, community centres, school libraries, seniors centres, military museums and 
Chambers of Commerce community centres, seniors centres, corporate offices and any 
organization interested in learning about why Canada is a proud, respected Nation. They are 
poignant tributes to sacrifice and accomplishment and reflects a proud citizenry who took 
up arms so that others would be free from tyranny and oppression. 

These treasured publications are educational and of archival value, as they offer a glimpse 
into the history of the Legion and the men and women who made it what it is today. The 
books also offer the reader an understanding of a past generation, respectful of shared 
values for a strong, united Canada. 

Veterans and family members are encouraged to submit their profiles, allowing BC/Yukon 
Command to preserve these sacred legacies for generations to come through publication in 
the Military Service Recognition Books. 

Military Service Recognition Book Volume III 
There has been a tremendous amount of positive response to the latest War Service 
Recognition book that arrived in Branches just before Remembrance Day 2007. The title of 
the next book will be changed slightly to “Military Service Recognition Book.” 

We are now actively collecting stories for the third book in this series. 

Submissions are open to all BC/Yukon residents who have served or are presently 
serving in the military, with priority given to those whom have served in a theatre of war, 
but not exclusively, as we want to recognize all our service personnel. 

 

All submissions must be returned no later than June  30, 2008 
Submission Forms and the Submission Requirements Information Sheet 

are available in the Branch Lounge 

 

Please do not wait until the deadline to send in your histories and stories, start on it right 
away and send as soon as completed. The success of this very important project depends on 
receiving this information in a timely manner. 

Samples can be seen in the form of last year’s book to give you some idea of how you 
might approach composing your story. The submissions should be approximately 150 words 
to a very maximum of 200 words in length and can contain one photo of the person whose 
story is being submitted. (Preferably a head and shoulders portrait.) You are responsible to 
edit your submission for grammar and spelling and to ensure the information is factual. We 
do retain the right to edit but will try not to alter the content of your submission. If you 
misspell your name or give the wrong date of birth, etc., we will have no means of verifying 
the information and will print only what you submit. 

Photographs and other information will not be returned, so please have them scanned or 
copied and e-mailed with your story. When a story is received it will be deemed submitted 
for inclusion and may be used without any further permission required. All stories 
submitted for use in the Military Service Recognition Book may also be used in the online 
publication of this book. 
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Halloween - MC and Costume Winners, October 27, 200 7 

Roast Beef Dinner - November 24, 2007 
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More public photos are available on our website http://www.westvan60.com and click on Gallery 

Remembrance Day 

Cemetery Service - November 4, 2007 
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Soon the membership grew too large to be accommodated in the Ferry Building meeting room and steps were taken towards 
building the present legion hall on tax sale land made available by the municipality. A separate building company was formed 
under the Societies Act and funds were obtained from the canteen fund. B.H. Harrison collected considerable money from outside 
sources. 

The members themselves voluntarily cleared the lot and did the actual work of building under the supervision of Colin Turner who 
was a building contractor. 

The building was finally opened with a grand concert on June 30, 1930, with the official ceremonies being conducted by the 
Dominion President, Brigadier General W.W. Foster. The hall remained the property of the building company of which the 
shareholders were Branch members. In the late 1930’s and early 1940’s, a Turner built clinker type boat was yearly raffled off as a 
fund raiser for paying off the mortgage. Over the years there have been many mortgages and some members had to be guarantors 
of the mortgages. 

In October 1945, the Branch first applied to the Liquor Control Board for a Veterans Club license. This was not an easy task. In 
those days, West Vancouver was considered a so-called “dry area”. After much letter writing, the Liquor Control Board decided to 
call a plebiscite for West Vancouverites to vote on whether or not the Legion should be given a license. On February 18, 1948, the 
plebiscite went to the voters and it was defeated. 

In 1954 with a change in Government, the Branch again applied for a liquor license. Approval was obtained from the Liquor 
Control board before most of the community realized that we had applied. We agreed that we would not open for business until the 
basement was renovated as the new lounge. The Branch obtained a $5,000.00 mortgage. Three “new young WWII members” 
acted as mortgage guarantors for the Branch – Rey Colpitts, Alex Laing and Ken Wells. The reconstruction within the building 
was largely done by volunteer work parties. We now had a legitimate bar and hopefully as source of revenue. 

- from Branch History Book 
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REY COLPITTS , director, West 
Vancouver Canadian Legion, burns 
mortgage at annual meeting. 

Blast From 
The Past ... 

January 
1962 
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Branch 60 thanks these two businesses for their VOL UNTEER time.  

THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OL D; AGE 
SHALL NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN. AT THE GOING 
DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL REMEMBE R THEM. 
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BC/Yukon Command, Advisory Committee and Past President of Branch 44, 
Russell Middleton Howcroft – Navy, October 8, 2007, Age 81 

 

Branch 60 Ordinary Members (including past members) 

Maurice Reginald Embury – Westminster Regiment, November 12, 2007, Age 105 

Carl Robert Burr – 23376, Royal Canadian Air Force, November, 2007, Age 87 
 

Branch 60 Members (including past members) 

Violet Rosamund Lawson – October 26, 2007, Age 85 

Wayne Durward Lusk – November 24, 2007, Age 81 

Joan Sonia Skipper – December 7, 2007, Age 85 

STREAMSIDE TREE 
SERVICE LTD. 

 
Jay Carter 

 
314 MacBeth Street 

West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1V7 
Ph: 604 926 3662 
Fx: 604 926 3652 

Canadian Military Members Killed On Active Duty �
 

Corporal Nicolas R. Beauchamp – November 17, 2007, Age 28 

Private Michel Lévesque – November 17, 2007, Age 25 
 

To learn more about the latest soldiers who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
please click http://www.forces.gc.ca/hr/fallen/engraph/home_e.asp  

The men and women of the Canadian Forces have 
demonstrated time and again that they will rise to any challenge. 
Let your Canadian Forces members know you appreciate 
their service by sending them a card or letter. 

Canadian sailors, soldiers and air force personnel deployed on 
operations need all the support they can get, and messages, 
postcards and letters from home are very important to their 
morale. Post cards, letters, and parcels containing bundled 
letters, addressed to “Any CF Member” will be accepted. 

Schools and organizations often conduct letter writing 
campaigns to our deployed personnel. Such groups prefer to 
bundle the letters (or cards) in a parcel as a cost saving measure. 
These parcels are now acceptable. Note that parcels cannot 
contain any other enclosures. If enclosures other than letters or 

postcards are detected, the item will be returned to sender. 

Please use the address below and the guidelines provided, then 
bring them down to the Branch and drop them in the “Forces 
Mailbox” in the Lounge. We’ll bundle them and send them off 
for you. Also, e-mail messages can be sent to our troops from 
the Canadian forces website:    http://www.forces.gc.ca 

Any Canadian Soldier 
OP ARCHER 
PO Box 5058 Stn Forces 
Belleville, ON, K8N 5W6 



These Businesses are Proud to Support the Legion & “The Torch” 
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RALPH SULTAN, M.L.A. 
West Vancouver - Capilano 

 

Proud Member of Branch 60 
 

Constituency Office: 
409 - 545 Clyde Avenue 

West Vancouver, B.C.  V7T 1C5 
(604) 981-0050 

ralph.sultan.mla@leg.bc.ca 
www.ralphsultan.com 

JOAN MCINTYRE, M.L.A. 
West Vancouver - Garibaldi 

 

Proud Member of Branch 60 
 

Constituency Office: 
Suite 300 - 2232 Marine Drive 

West Vancouver, B.C.  V7V 1K4 
(604) 981-0045 

joan.mcintyre.mla@leg.bc.ca 
www.joanmcintyremla.bc.ca 
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Our Philosophy 
 

We are Advisors to many high net worth individuals, small business 
owners, and families, who value the Integrated Wealth Management 

Solutions that we create for each client. 
 

Through a clearly defined investment process; clients can easily understand 
why we are making our recommendations, and how they will be 

implemented and monitored. 
 

We pride ourselves on providing the highest level of professional service, 
standards, and attention to the client's affairs. 

The B. Lloyd Team 
#200 – 520  17th Street 

West Vancouver, BC  V7V 3S8 
Bus:  604-981-4422 Fax: 604-981-4432 

Toll Free:  1-888-267-6220 
E-Mail: barry.lloyd@td.com 

If you wish to advertise in the next issue of The Torch please contact Julie Clements at 604-728-0875 



Thank a Veteran, 

Hug a Veteran, 

Shake a Veteran’s hand, 

They deserve it! 
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These Businesses are Proud to Support the Legion & “The Torch” 
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Just mention our Branch # to qualify for the saving s. 

Not to be combined with any other promotion or incentive 

This space was donated by Phil Marsh 

����������	
�����
���������	
	��������	

�

����
������������

660 Clyde Avenue (off Taylor Way) 
West Vancouver, B.C.  V7T 1C9 

Phone: 604-922-5711 Fax: 604-922-5722 

Email: info@drrodneyshainbom.com 

www.drrodneyshainbom.com 

If you wish to advertise in the next issue of The Torch please contact Julie Clements at 604-728-0875 



These Businesses are Proud to Support the Legion & “The Torch” 
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10% off labour for all Legion Members 
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977 West 3rd Street 
North Vancouver 
BC  V7P 1E4 
 
Tel:  604-986-5332 
Fax: 604-986-5300 
Email: gerrygraca@telus.net 

Gerry Graca 
 

ICBC Claims & Vendor 
Dealer License # 10838 
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Making a lasting difference by supporting 
charitable projects in areas of health, education, 

arts, social services and the environment. 

For more information, call 604-925-8153 
or visit www.westvanfoundation.com  
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A FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1923 

 

Full Service Dry Cleaning 
On Site Shirt Laundry 

Same Day Service Monday thru Saturday 
Carpet, Upholstery and Area Rug Cleaning 

Drapery Cleaning 
 

15% off for all Legion Members (Show your Membership Card) 
 

1359 Marine Drive, West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1B6      604-922-7210 

If you wish to advertise in the next issue of The Torch please contact Julie Clements at 604-728-0875 


