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        Perhaps the best  
             Yuletide decoration is 
                     being wreathed in 
                            smiles—Author Unknown 

I hope you are all well! I am sure by now you are preparing for Christmas. It does not 
seem possible that it is nearly a year ago we were saying how fast time is flying by. Since 
the last Torch we have gone from summer weather to winter, and from all accounts it is 
to be a pretty severe one.  
 

The North Shore Candlelight Tribute held at the North Vancouver Cemetery on Sep-
tember 11th was, as usual, extremely well-attended, and showed our Veterans are re-
membered. 

 

Our charitable donations to date this year total approximately $60,000.00, benefitting these and other 
organizations: the Air, Sea, and Land Cadets, George Derby, Brock Fahrni, the Lions Gate Hospital 
Foundation, and Meals on Wheels.  
 

November 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th were our poppy tagging days, and once again the public was 
very  good to us.  On Page 2, Colin Fleming has reported on the Poppy Fund campaign, with a total 
account of monies raised to date.   
 

Ceremonies for Remembrance Week began with the West Vancouver Capilano Cemetery Service on 
Sunday, November 7th.  Although it was cold and damp, it did not rain. The Service is always held on 
the Sunday before November 11th. Legion members and the public are always welcome! 
 

Some of our Veterans and I visited all the West Vancouver schools again this year to attend their Re-
membrance Day Services, and we were warmly welcomed. For anyone who has not attended one of 
their ceremonies, do go next year, as it is interesting to listen to the students who in most cases have 
arranged them. 
 

Our Veterans Parade on November 11th had an excellent turnout, and was well-attended by the fire 
and police departments, air cadets, guides, scouts, and senior & junior bands. For the first time, the 
North Shore Chorus performed. We must never forget the public who were there in greater numbers 
this year than ever before. Our Service was beautiful and moving, and it was very difficult not to shed 
a tear or two. I thank all who participated. This is why we must help our Veterans, Peacekeepers, 
those returning from the Afghan war, their dependents, those in our community and hospital & long 
term care facilities, and let them know we, in the Legion, are ready to help. 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped in our Poppy Campaign. There is not enough room to name all the 
wonderful volunteers who gave of their time to assist—from the initial setup of the poppy campaign, 
through to the pickup of the last poppy tray. 
 

I would like to thank all of Branch 60 for supporting me during my term as President in 2010.  I will 
be the first to say I made some mistakes but my heart is in Branch 60, and anything I can do to help at 
any time I will do.  
 

I wish you all a warm and happy Christmas, and may the New Year be a good one to all.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Rosemarie Block 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT , Cde.  Peter  Stre laeff  
 

Total membership to date is 666 comprising 212 Ordinary, 237 Associate, 202 Affiliate Voting, 5 Affiliate 
Non-Voting, and 10 Life members. We still have 50 members who have not paid their 2010 membership dues, 
and notices will be sent out shortly to them in the hope they will renew.  
 

Our Early Bird Campaign ends on November 30th, and to date we have received only 86 renewals for 2011. 
All those who renew their membership by then are entered into a draw for a chance to win one of three $50 IGA gift cards.  The 
draw will be held after the meat draw on Saturday, December 18th.   
 

The door cards will be available behind the bar from December 15th onward, but will not be operative until the afternoon of January 1st. 
 

Our Branch has a total of fifteen new applications for membership which have been approved by the Executive Committee and the 
General Membership. 
 

Comrade Sharon Bliss has relinquished her position as Membership Chair and I have assumed this position. Please be patient as I 
have not had this position since 2003 and I have to relearn some of the new Membership methods that are used.   
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 

 

ORDINARY Isobel (Liz) Edmiston CWAC (Army) 

 Roy Pottery Able Seaman (Navy) 

 Michael Prestay Private (Army) 

 Charles Sheppard Leading Aircraftsman 
(Air Force) 

AFFILIATE VOTING Renee Dawes JoAnn Kelly-Cullen 

 Marilyn Martin Peter Moore 

 Marguerite Radelet Jean-Philipe Saint-Pierre 

 Galaen Singer Ron Tines 

Al Marion 

Linda Muir 

Marc Sinclaire 

 

WAYS & MEANS REPORT 
 Cde .  Peter  Stre laeff  

 

The Saturday meat draws are unfortunately very poorly attended, 
and the returns are hardly enough to meet expenses for the cost 
of the meat. The 50/50 is also down by a significant amount. 
 

I have no further updates on our Gaming Application and what 
the progress is to date. We are hoping the Gaming Commission 
will accept our Application and provide Branch 60 with funding 
for the latter part of this year. 

 

10% off labour for all Legion Members  

 

Turkey & Ham 
Meat Draws 

 

Saturday, 
December 11th 

and 18th 



 PAGE 3 

THE TORCH WINTER 2010 

 

 
 

B ranch 60 Member s 
 

 

Kenneth McIntosh, died Dec 16, 2008 
Gordon Henderson, died Jan 13, 2009 

Edwin Dahlby, died Jan 18, 2009 
Robert Dodson, died Feb 25, 2009 

Lorraine Merrell, died Oct 13, 2009 
Douglas Anderson, died Oct 25, 2009 

James Allan, died July 18, 2010 
William Redfern, died Aug 6, 2010 
Leslie Greensill, died Aug 8, 2010 
Dawn Wheeler, died Aug 14, 2010 

Roly Witt, died Aug 27, 2010 
Tim Bishop, died Nov 1, 2010 

Last Post 

Canadian Mil i tary Members   
Ki lled in Ac ti on 

 

Master Corporal Kristal Giesebrecht, 1 Canadian Field Hospital, June 
26, 2010 

Sapper Brian Collier, 1 Combat Engineer Regiment, July 20, 2010 

Corporal Brian Pinksen, 2nd Battalian, Royal Newfoundland Regi-
ment, August 30, 2010 

CADET LIAISON REPORT 
Cde .  Pe ter  Strela eff  

 

West Vancouver 525 Squadron Air Cadets, and North & West Vancouver 
Navy League Cadets and Sea Cadets participated in our Remembrance 
Day Ceremony.  
 

The Commanding Officers were very kind in accepting our invitation to 
have their Cadets attend the Ceremony. It was very nice to see Sea Cadet 
Chief Petty Officer Lloyd attend as a Cenotaph Sentry. She looked very 
smart, and was efficient in her duties. 



 

THE TORCH WINTER 2010 

PAGE 4 

Legion Suppl i e s  Repor t  
Cde .  Shar on Bl iss  

 

The new Legion Supplies Catalogue has arrived and a copy is behind the  
bar. A flyer, “Remembering Veterans of the Korean War”, has also ar-
rived which contains memorabilia for purchase. 
 

If anyone would like something ordered, please let me know and I will 
make arrangements to get the item(s).  You can also find a copy of the Catalogue on the 
Legion website www.legion.ca under the Legion Supplies section. 

BUILDINGS & MAINTENANCE 
Cde .  Peter  Skinner 

 

Having only recently taken on this position, I am in the process of 
reviewing our current requirements in these areas.  

However, with the assistance of Cde. Dick Davenport, the exterior 
building lights have new bulbs, and should provide a better level of 
lighting for the “dark months”. 

POPPY CAMPAIGN REPORT 
Cde .  Co lin F leming 

 

Remembrance Day has again come and gone, and the attendant poppy campaign is more or less over for another 
year. Through the efforts of many members, the campaign can again be considered to have been a success and 
proof of the spirit of volunteerism existing within the Branch. That said, the failure to fill all the available tagging 

times was a disappointment. With over 600 members it should be possible to fill the approximately 340 shifts, particularly as a 
number of members, many of whom are our more senior members, perform more than one shift, in some cases several. 
 

Revenues from the campaign, which in recent years have exceeded $50,000, are derived almost entirely from four sources 
(tagging, donations, wreaths and boxes placed in various locations). Of this total, tagging has historically accounted for between 
50% and 60%, and is of course the most visible activity associated with the campaign. 
 

At the time of writing, cash from all sources, other than wreaths, has now been substantially received and counted, and the total is  
over $51,000. Of this amount, tagging revenues were approximately $31,000 which compares with just under $30,000 in 2009. 
The increase is attributable to much higher revenues from the B.C. Ferries site which more than offset a very slight decline in cash 
received from other sites. Regrettably, the B.C. Ferries site was not well-attended in 2009, and the improved result from that site 
was a direct consequence of greater participation. Records show the site can be very financially-rewarding, and should be a prior-
ity every year. Once all the remaining boxes are counted and all wreath revenues received, we should just surpass $60,000. A 
very creditable effort. 
 

As earlier noted, our total revenue for each of the last few years has exceeded $50,000, and each year we hope to improve on the 
previous year. This objective is clearly more attainable if all of the planned tagging shifts are filled. Even though we achieved a 
respectable level of participation, overall attendance was greatly aided by the involvement of the West Vancouver Ladies Soccer 
Club, as well as cadets from the Navy, Army, and Air Force. Despite their support, there were still over 70 locations and times 
which were not filled. How would we have done if these sites had been filled? Hopefully next year we can improve our coverage. 
In that context we again remind all members that their membership oath references active participation in the annual poppy cam-
paign. Regrettably, a number of members choose to conveniently forget or wilfully disregard that commitment. Acceptance of 
your obligation and honouring of your pledge would be much appreciated and of undoubted assistance. 
 

Lastly a big “thank you” to all who volunteered their time during the campaign. Without their efforts it would not have happened. 

BRANCH 60 HOURS  
 

Monday to Thursday 
—11:30 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

 

Friday and Saturday 
—12:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday—1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 

Statutory Holidays 
—12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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Bring in a donation of food for the Greater Vancouver Food Bank, 
and enter for a chance to win a beautiful wine basket!  

 

A shopping cart is located at the back of the Lounge for your non-perishable food items.  The draw will be held 
on Saturday, December 18th after the meat draw.  Entry forms are available at the Lounge bar. 
 

The GVFBS collects and distributes food for up to 25‚000 people weekly through 15 food depots and over 100 community agencies located in Vancouver‚ Burnaby‚ New West-
minster, and the North Shore. The GVFBS does not receive government funding, and relies solely on the generosity of individuals and organizations willing to donate funds‚ food 
and time. 

SPORTS REPORT 
Cdes .  J er emy Woodham &  Pe ter  Skinner  

 

What a brilliant day for 35 golf delegates from Branch 60 for the “Ryder Cup” Furry Creek golf tournament held on 
October 2nd!   
 

The blue bus arrived on time at 8:30 a.m., and before long the deuce pot was sold as we ate breakfast and watched the 
Ryder Cup.  The putting contest followed, with Champion Putter "Bucco" not present to defend his title.  Our new 

Champion is Phil Leonard with his clutch second putt which he holed out!   
 

Shotgun 11:30!  After some memorable shots, the ordeal was finally over at 4:30.  No holes in one—nobody won the Lexus.  Back to 
base camp.  The meat draw was over but the feast had not yet started. Thanks to Gerry Davenport, The British Butcher, for donating 
ALL the food.  Cdes. Tony and Maureen Austin kindly cooked the dinner to perfection: cheese & broccoli soup, prawn cocktail, Angus 
prime rib, MONSTER Yorkshire pudding, and vegetation, accompanied by some fine wines from Branch 60's winner cellar. 
 

Prize time! Laurie Strachan had gone to a lot of effort to collect and arrange the prizes which went to every participant. Furry Creek 
provided rounds of golf for the gold Champions.  And the winners were: Ladies Low Gross: Carolyn Fleming—85; Men’s Low Gross: 
Neil Davies—74; Ladies Low Net: Christine Ferguson—69; Men's Low Net: Mike Toby—70; Ladies Long Drive: Carolyn Fleming; 
KP’s: Don Hartwiser, Frank Ryan, and David Forsyth; Longest Putt: David Forsyth. 
 

The evening was rounded off to the dulcet tunes of John and Vee Shields andends. 

Book Club News ,  Cde.  Harry Greenwood 
 

When a book club for the Branch was first proposed in the summer of 2009 it was greeted with enough enthusiasm to 
light the green lamp. We were encouraged further when fourteen members signed for the first session in September 
2009. 
 

All who participate have the opportunity to select material and conduct an agenda.  To assure there are enough copies 
of each book chosen, it was agreed to use the excellent Book Club selections provided by the West Vancouver Memorial Library. 
 

Exactly one year later we have twelve signed.  Those who have continued with the sessions have dedicated their time and effort to en-
sure the success of the Club.  We have recently read “The Cellist of Sarajevo” and the “Black Swan Green” both of which assumed ex-
cellent choices in provoking discussion, and stimulating attendees.  The current reading is “The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Soci-
ety”, and I am just as confident that when we review its content and share our insights, the session will prove be as rewarding as the 
others. 
 

The Book Club meets at 7:00 p.m. on the third Monday of the month, and anyone is welcome. Reading skills vary 
and no one is intimidated for slow reading or failure to finish “the” book of the month.  Some in the group can 
finish a book in a day, while others take longer, and some admit to not finishing.  The fun is in the intercourse of 
conversation, and by meeting’s end, everyone is pretty well-informed on the writer, the writing, and the story. 

The annual Conker Tournament was held on Sunday, October 24th.  Competition was as usual fierce, but the 
customary high level of sportsmanship was observed.  Two highly favoured players were roundly defeated in the 
early rounds, and it was left to Alan Berry to triumph in a closely-contested final. 
 

Many thanks are due to Cde. Sam Saundh and his team of helpers for their fine arrangements of the day’s sport, 
and to Cde. Mina Karmali for providing an excellent curry meal for all in attendance.   
 

With winter drawing near, sports activities are on the back burner with the exception of the annual Boxing Day 
Soccer match which Cde. Saundh is once again arranging.  Look for this being announced in the near future! 




